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Word of the mayor

can proudly announce that after almost three decades, Banja Luka will re-
ceive a Central Memorial to the fallen and missing soldiers of the Defense
and Patriotic War. Thank you for expressing your interest to participate in
one of the most important projects in Banja Luka and for our peoplle.

It is particularly important that we presented this idea on January 9th ,  the Day of
the Rrepublika Srpska, in the year when we celebrate the 30th anniversary of the Repub-
lika Srpska and the 30th anniversary of the formation of the Army of the Republika Srp-
ska.

You have before you the concept designs that arrived at the International Public
Competition, and the Selection Jury did not have an easy task when selecting the best
one.

I



I am convinced that, after the construction is completed, we will all be proud of what
we leave as a legacy to future generations, because the soldiers gave their lives for the
Republika Srpska and left us a legacy of freedom that we must protect and we must re-
member their sacrifice.

The best way to keep the memory and pride of the history of the Defense and Patri-
otic War is to dedicate a public space, such as the Square of Serbian Heroes, to those
who gave their lives for what we have today.

I want my children and grandchildren, and your children and grandchildren to have a
place where they can reflect on the significant decisions and endeavors of our predeces-
sors, important for creating and maintaining our heroically deserved freedom.

Draško Stanivuković, Mayor 
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COMMISSION

Draško Stanivuković, 
chair
Adrijana Šešić, 
B.Arch, deputy chair
Svjetlana Prole, 
B.Arch, member
Radoš Antonijević, 
PhD Arts, member
Milivoje Unković, 
academy-trained painter and sculptur, member
Malina Čvoro, 
PhD Arch, member
Goran Rogić, 
member 
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Alternate members
Ivana Pastir,
BSc Design
Perica Grajić,
BLL

Expert rapporteurs:
Nataša Milošević, 
B.Arch
Zorana Grbić, 
B.Arch

Technical assistance:
Maja Smiljanić, 
BLL





PROPOSAL NUMBER 6, author's code „PC27058“

FIRST PRIZE
The competition proposal responded to all aspects and require-
ments prescribed by the competition. The author offered a con-
cept of a memorial that has monumental strength and symbolic
clarity, and at the same time in the architectural and urban sense
fits into the existing urban matrix and views of the immediate en-
vironment. With regard to its sculptural and monumental context,
this project inherits the best values of modernist monumental
sculpture of the region, which is characterized by striking design
and use of industrial materials such as concrete, glass and steel.
The solution wisely extends this sculptural reflection by use of
segmented structural material that will allow the public/citizens
to enter the body of the monument. Visitors thus integrate into
the image of the monument and become part of a unique inner
sacral atmosphere, by which the author has achieved sculptural,
installation and ambient artistic nature of the monument.

By using a tree within the monument space, the author created a
live center of the monument as a symbolic act that speaks of soci-
ety's commitment to care for the monument as it cares for the
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Author: 
Nikola
Dmitrović,
RS
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historical heritage that the monument records. In earlier epochs,
the tree would have been replaced with eternal flame, but the
Jury believes that the proposed intervention with a live tree is
much more based on our tradition and thus acceptable. Also, the
symbol of a live tree can be presented/interpreted as the
“records” of a sacred tree, which our people often used in periods
of slavery and the impossibility of building places of worship, or
sacred plants such as vines in some monasteries. In any case,
there is a need for spiritual life even in the most difficult times,
which ultimately unites the narrative of the defense - patriotic
war.

In addition, the concept design has potential for an even better
result in a detailed elaboration and in the process of implementa-
tion, taking into account the nobility and tenacity of materials to
be used. If all these potential aspects of the project improvement
are implemented, one can expect that the monument proposal
becomes a striking feature of the city in a symbolic and artistic
sense.
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PROPOSAL NUMBER 5, author's code „15039RT“

THIRD PRIZE

The authors proposed that the entire area of the square becomes
a monument. The dynamic cover above the common space, al-
though sculptural and with an incredibly strong "gesture" through
dialogue with the immediate environment, represents a shield and
introduces visitors to a timeless monument. The steel construc-
tion of the cover is lined with perforated brass with the intention
that the cavities symbolize damage caused by the bullets on the
facades of buildings and that natural light penetrates towards the
ground, symbolizing the continuation of life after destruction.
The large underground square with wide paved surfaces and
fountains under the cover is conceived both as a symbol and a
place where the collective memory of the past events is awak-

15039RT
3D LAYOUT OF THE MONUMENT  (UNDER THE PERFORATED BRASS MANTLE 01)

25
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Author: 
Marco Tanzilli, 
Italy
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ened, and a multipurpose public space for public gatherings of
the citizens, tourists, cultural events, etc.

What made this work stand out is the integrity of the architec-
tural solution, its sculpture and modern approach to designing
public space. But, what led to the third prize is the symbolism of
covering the space, which symbolizes surviving the war, and the
light that penetrates the cover, which leaves an impression of a
surviving wounded man hiding under the shield.

15039RT
3D LAYOUT OF THE MONUMENT  (UNDER THE PERFORATED BRASS MANTLE 02)
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Author: 
Srđan
Lužajić, 
Miomir
Lužajić, 
Serbia
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Author:
Raya Global LLC. 
Almashhadani
Mohammed
Jasim Hamady,
SAD
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Author:
Mukhamеtov
Iliyar,
Kazakhstan
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Author:
Motoyoshi
Sano,
Japan
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Author:
Tyulkin 
Radimir,
Zaharov
Roman,
Russia
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Author:
Mihailo
Mikavica,
Marta
Minić,
Serbia



23

Author:
Miroslav
Đorem,
Miloš
Moravac,
RS
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Author:
Fuly
Obel
Pena
Viloria,
Colombia
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Author:
Gordonova
Alina
Aleksandrovna,
Russia
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Author:
Bojan
Vučen, 
Aleksandar
Brelak,
Nedeljko
Vučen,
RS
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Author:
Miroslav
Đorem,
Igor
Petrović,
Jovan
Kozomara,
RS
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KM01389

Author:
Milica
Čvokić,
Mirna
Trubajić,
Siniša
Cvijić,
David
Gararić,
Igor
Tešić,
RS
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Author:
Agustin José
Sienra Chaves,
Brazil
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Banja Luka , 
july 2022.
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