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PROPOSAL NUMBER 20, 
author’s code „OO10110“

SECOND PRIZE

The competition design of the park complex is based on 5 design principles:
01 - adapt and respect nature;
02 - a concept based on the existing characteristics of the site;
03 – clear gesture – one large family of contents; 
04 – interactive landscape, and 
05 – achieve a symbolic point of development.
The analysis of the site landscape has identified natural characteristics based on which,
certain positions of functional units were defined, as well as the layout of the organizational
structure of the park. The main functional units are: outdoor amphitheater (small and
large), event square, reserve, noise protection (sliding hill, extreme sports hill), sports
facilities (cycling and jogging lanes, sports fields, skate park), educational spaces,
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playgrounds for children, area by the river (restaurant and cafe, beach, water sports),
lookout, dog park, and interactive water surfaces. All units are connected by amorphous
forms of lanes that are adapted to the morphology of the terrain and the functional
requirements of the zones. The entire observed park solution was given the epithet of the
park of the future, which aims to meet the needs of today, as well as future generations.
Use of modern parametric tools generated the disposition of the program in relation to the
natural characteristics of the site. Although the concept design conducts a detailed analysis
of the existing spatial logic, characteristics of the environment, the way the environment
directly affects the complex, the determinants of the wider environment to which the future
creative park should be directed, it unnecessarily introduces large paved areas in the
coastal zone, and forms significant green area in the western zone of the park, which in the
final solution does not provide an adequate solution to the problem of already registered
"thermal" islands in the immediate vicinity, which are the result of excessive construction.
The authors did not present the dynamics of the park development through potential
phases. 
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PROPOSAL NUMBER 22, 
author’s code „70391LK“

SECOND PRIZE 

The proposed design emphasizes the development of the landscape, and morphologically
divides the space into two levels (two zones) that are positioned in the north-south
direction. The existing denser natural landscape, which is at a lower level, also represents a
clean space, while the designed one is at a higher level. The concept design compliments
and values the existing green, providing a strong main communication route, ie the central
axis that connects other elements with the site. The central axis extends in a west-east
direction, and represents a clear boundary between the two zones - natural and artificial.
Opening green areas and improving routes through the existing landscape strengthen the
spatial connections. Plants create a landscape structure, which defines spaces and serves
the desired function. The planted areas dominate the visual profile of the site and provide a
spatial structure.
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Construction of a multifunctional facility is planned in the central zone of the park area with
two large circular water surfaces. The contents offered in the competition proposal are:
entrance zone, playground, small fields, rest zone, dog park, skate park, open fields for
recreation, outdoor amphitheater, education activities, botanical garden with pavilion,
"holes", etc. Also, the use of the park through the seasons in relation to the offered facilities
was reviews, so that a number of facilities can be used throughout the year, while others are
limited by the season, such as skating ring. The park opens the coastal forest to the public,
while preserving unique ecological qualities such as wetland habitats intersected
throughout the landscape. This is achieved by making several additions to the landscape,
e.g. wooden paths are used to access the forest and platforms that provide a view of the
river Vrbas. The proposal did not consider solving motor stationary traffic, but it defines the
phases of implementation, as well as the layout of the plant fund.







16

PROPOSAL NUMBER 14, 
author’s code „11337AZ“

THIRD PRIZE 

The concept design is based on the idea of creating a park space that is a scaled-down
copy of the natural environment of Banja Luka reflected in the Dinaric mountain ranges,
rivers and canyons, as well as plain areas that through various separate active units form a
unique structure developing westward to the east, from urban city structures to the natural
structures of the banks of the river Vrbas. The aim of the idea of the park structure, is to
preserve the autochthonous character of the space, while respecting the needs of users
and the existing plant fund. 
The basic idea in defining the movement of pedestrians is conceived without restrictions,
which means minimal intervention in the ground floor, whereas bicycle traffic and spaces
for the movement of people with disabilities are defined by separate paths. Motor traffic is
conditionally prohibited except for urgent needs or supplies. Zones such as: dog park,
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"skate" park, basketball courts, catering and shopping facilities, multipurpose research
space, open-air theater, open-air cinema, river bank area for rest and recreation with water
sports, multi-purpose open field, and children's playgrounds are defined within the park
complex. The central route for pedestrian movement is in the west-east direction with a
fragmented network of cross routes that connect other parts of the park from the primary
path to secondary routes, while bicycle traffic is planned for edge of the park. Dendrology
structure is shown in specific zones, and a more detailed presentation of the planned plant
fund is given in the catalogue of plants. Urban furniture is given in the catalogue. The
proposal did not contend with the processing of the final layers of the ground floor
arrangement, the height differences in the ground floor are not shown, nor the phase
implementation.



20

PROPOSAL NUMBER 27, 
author’s code „00000PA“

THIRD PRIZE

The design concept of the park is inspired by the rivers Vrbas, Vrbanja and the phenomena
that the author connects to the river: course, whirlpool, wave, meander, delta. The
directions of communication are formed in such a way as to enable a smooth connection
between the units outside and inside the park. The goal of the author of this competition
proposal is to visually and functionally integrate the park into a wider context, to endorse
further development of the city and become a landmark that attracts both residents of
Banja Luka and tourists. The park is designed as a modern multifunctional space for
recreation, culture, entertainment and learning. It was designed for various activities and
interaction given the contents, but in an unpretentious way that will evoke a feeling of
freedom in the contact with nature.
The entrance plateau from the roundabout on the Boulevard of the Serbian Army "draws"
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visitors to the park, and it is followed by the main path that forms "meanders" with the
functional and content units of the park. Near the Vrbas river bank, the lane widens,
forming a "delta" that continues with a bridge over the river connecting settlements on the
right bank. Ancillary communications, such as whirlpools, emphasize the content of the
park and draw visitors. The bicycle paths are connected to the existing path in the
Boulevard and enable the movement of cyclists towards all important points outside the
park zone. The entire surface of the "wave" also forms vertical "gaps" with buildings that
have a green roof and that emerge from the terrain like waves. In a number of spots, the
terrain has been raised only enough to enable the formation of park elements (sitting walls,
fountains, etc.). Some of the buildings have a clearly defined purpose, such as restaurants
and cafes, and some spaces are multipurpose, so they can, if necessary, become galleries,
concert spaces, art workshops, music and dancing schools, etc. The planning of greenery in
the park is defined in two directions. The first dominant direction is the formation of a
natural and somewhat "wild" environment on the site with forests and groups of shrubs. The
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other includes greenery around the buildings and at the very entrance to the park, which
has been given a "more urban" stamp. The proposal envisages a large percentage of the
park's occupancy with the built facilities, and does not follow the acquired elements nor
does it provide a phased implementation of the design.
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PROPOSAL NUMBER 11, 
author’s code „31100ES“

NON-MONETARY HONORABLE MENTION

The offered solution fully corresponds to the current situation on the ground, well
recognizing the real social and political, cultural and even economic context of the city of
Banja Luka. It is therefore unobtrusive, proportionate to the size and character of the city
and realistically feasible in the foreseeable planning horizon. 
It stands out especially for its humane approach, because it starts from small fragmented
ambient units, which harmoniously permeate the space, building it gradually from the
bottom up in the direct connection of many different functions. It relies on the concept of a
green city, and views the park area as an integral part of the city's green matrix with which it
integrates naturally. The solution stands out according to the free open form in which a
large green park area becomes a polygon for various dispersed activities, connected by the
green structure and the main directions of communication, according to which the functions
are oriented.
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PROPOSAL NUMBER 23, 
author’s code „DS66577“

NON-MONETARY HONORABLE MENTION

This proposal brings a bold and commendable contemporary approach to the park theme,
which is based on fluid and informal planning methods that are not predetermined and
allow great flexibility within a clearly defined concept. And this concept, based on the classic
theoretical approaches of the twentieth century, represents a futuristic vision of space for a
new generation of users, who will actually be the only ones able to properly enjoy the space
planned presently. 
Slightly generic, but unequivocally clear and precise, this proposal is reduced to five
landscape elements, ie three clearly differentiated spatial layers (1) the predominant green
structure that dominates the area of the park in its natural formation; (2) a network of
different curvilinear communications that connect all spatial points, and finally (3) a straight
line in the West-East direction, which in one strong stroke, unites most of the necessary
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functions, thus leaving the largest percentage of the green structure free. This proposal
stands out for its bold approach, perception and harmonious combination of innovative and
classic approaches, which still goes beyond the context of a small environment.

Jovana Kovavcevic,
Milos Jokic, 

Nikola Gjorgjievski, 
Stefan Ilic,

Tijana Mackic,
Serbia



OTHER WORKS



32

Enoch Lam,
Hong Kong



33

Tamao
Hashimoto,

Shintaro
Maemura,

YumaTakeuchi,
Japan



Aerial View

Amphitheatre

Cycle of Life
New Banja Luka Park 88866LL

The vision has a focus on creating a new city park for the city of Banja Luka, one that provides opportunities for all residents and visitors, a tranquilizer to the unsteady and uncertain transformation, a counterweight to residential and business blocks from the surrounding environment, a mul-
ti-functional community hub, a resilient design, and a tourists attraction. 
The approach to and connection with surrounding environment is embedded in the thinking from the outset, from the existing grassland to the Vrbas River, the story, the experience, and the space continues to extend and spread. The idea also has been designed to connect with future de-
velopments and considerations to the east and west, with footbridge or cycling bridge options, it establishes an integrated and cohesive public realm for the broader Banja Luka community in accordance with the local government strategic planning.
The proposed idea aims to collect the contaiminated and damaged soil and rehab its condition locally, to return the pedological condition back to a better status where people can enjoy the air, space and nature. The proposed programs also consider the park environment and has been 
designed to ensure that all local standards are achieved, through innovative landscape design solution, it creates a world class resilient parkland with effective pedestrian links throughout the landscaped areas.
The design is inspired by the irregular shape, uneven relief characteristics of the site, the surrounding natural contextual factor, and the history of the city of Banja Luka, which creates a multi-functional social landscape hub, it is generally comprised of a series of open social spaces with a 
main focus in a pivot point, seamlessly connected to each zones and boundaries. The design capitalizes on the opportunity to link the water with the land to the east, and the surrounding community with this cultural icon. 

old and the new, it is indicating the continuation of the story of Banja Luka, it is the cycle of life.

beyond its immediate role, and provides an array of varied experiences that enable change and responsive ness to the future, creating a destination that is an integral part of the city fabric.
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City Park of Banja Luka
 The main idea of the proposal is to connect the existing spaces of the city through the the new park complex, bring diverse groups 
of citizens  
together as well as closer to nature.

enhance the feeling  
of being close to nature.
 The connectedness of physical space is achieved mainly through the new routes binding the prospective residential areas to the 
west of the park across the Boulevard of Serbian Army with residential areas across the river Vrbas. For this purpose, the bicycle and 
pedestrian bridge is proposed across the river, which will continue the existing cycling and pedestrian routes along the Boulevard and 
proposed routes inside the park, promoting these ecologically-friendly modes of transportation. Routes on the secondary axis conjunct 
residential areas to the north of the park complex and the university campus to the south, binding it to the main West-Est axis.
 There are tree main entries to the park: two for cyclists and pedestrians only along the Boulevard of Serbian Army, and one from the 
Frana Supila Street, along which extra parking lots are proposed. In the north-west part of the complex, near the entries and across the 
existing mall, a commercial zone is proposed in a shape of a market stalls, that could function year-round or be seasonal (e.g. be open 
in summer or on holidays such as Christmas). Next to it an outdoor cinema with canopy and hammocks is organised.
 A children’s playground is situated in the centre of the complex, a vital place for kids and their parents from adjacent and more dis-
tant residential areas to socialize.
 In the south part of the park, not far from the campus, a group of co-working spaces is proposed as well as an amphitheatre. There, 
lectures or workshops of various kind can take place, promoting connections between the formal educational facilities and other groups 
of citizens.Besides main walking and cycling routes there is a route intended for quiet walking or jogging in nature surroundings: the 
path starts in the the part of the complex along the Boulevard of Serbian Army and goes along the southern part all the way to the ov-
al-shaped elevated path among the trees just next to the waterfront. The waterfront incorporates the bridge with its scenic points, and 
hosts a quay, cafes, areas and other facilities for leisure near the water.

20201GR

Section 1-1 1:500

Site plan of the park complex 1:2500 Waterfront area along Vrbas river

Co-working spaces

AmphitheatreOutdoor cinema with a canopyOutdoor cinema with a canopy
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